
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1847.] Annual Efforts for Peace. 139 

3. War is contrary to the spirit of our religion. On tins dead the speak- 
er dwelt at length with great power of argument and illustration. If it 
was the destiny of this nation to advance, it was her high mission to con- 
quer by the sword of Faith, by the light of the Gospel, by benefits done to 
all other nations. To enter on a bloody, destructive war for the extension 
of slavery, was to be false to the principles on which our institutions are 
founded, false to our ancestors, false to our religion, false to our high 
mission, false to our God 1 

i'.F We are obliged not only to abridge this account, but to omit en- 
tirely a great deal of matter which we wished very much to insert, par- 
ticularly respecting the late events and present prospects of the war in 
Mexico — the progress of our cause abroad — the labors of our Agents, of 
whom three, including the Secretary, have been continually at work in 
their respective spheres with success. 



ANNUAL EFFORTS FOR PEACE. 

Evert enterprise must have its place ; and the friends of peace long ago 
selected December, generally regarded as the month in which our Saviour 
was born, and the 25th day set apart in commemoration of that event, as a 
proper season for joint, special efforts in the cause of peace. Now, if ever 
is a time for such efforts ; and, in view of the war that has been raging 
through the whole year past without any prospect as yet of a speedy close, 
we earnestly hope the friends of peace will at length remember this cause 
more generally, and in ways more effectual, than ever before. We 
would not dictate either the time or the specific manner of these efforts 
for our cause ; but we cannot refrain from pressing its strong, special 
claims just now upon all its real friends. It is quite time for something in 
earnest ; and the present exigencies demand, if this great Christian enterprise 
is to be sustained at all, a zealous, fearless advocacy in the pulpit, a fer- 
vent remembrance in the prayers of God's people, and liberal, spontaneous 
contributions. 

By reference to the foregoing resolutions, it will be seen that the Peace 
Society is not alone in its views and wishes on these points, but is fully 
sustained by ecclesiastical bodies in their earnest recommendations, that 
ministers preach on peace, and Christians observe the annual concert of 
prayer for this cause, and contribute to its support as they do to other 
Christian enterprises. We entreat our brethren in the church and the 
ministry to bear these recommendations in mind, and remember that this 
cause depends almost entirely on their spontaneous efforts in its behalf 
Hitherto it has been far too much neglected ; and the consequence is, that 
we are now in the midst of a war which outrages our professions as Chris- 
tians, and turns our boast as republicans into ridicule and scorn. Had 
Christians in our country done from the first their whole duty on this sub- 
ject, we never should have heard of this war ; and, if they will all do their 
duty now, they can, with God's blessing, prevent the return of similar evils 
in future. The case is clear enough to any eye that will look at it. Had 
only the degree of pacific sentiment now prevailing in most parts of New 
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England, been diffused in season, as might easily have been done, over 
our whole country, or merely over the Great Valley of the West, this war 
could never have come. A few thousand dollars, perhaps only 5000 a year 
for the last fifteen or twenty years, in the cause of peace there, might have 
formed such a public opinion as would, under God, have averted all the 
wide and terrible evils of this conflict. 

Strange that the church did not see the bearings of this subject upon her 
own interests ! This war will cost and waste for her alone probably not 
less thwaffly millions of dollars, the mere interest of which would be more 
than all the Christians on earth are now giving to evangelize the pagan 
world, and even the interest upon the interest nearly forty times as much 
as would probably have sufficed in the cause of peace to avert the war 
itself! Yet is the waste of property in war the very least of all its evils, a 
mere drop of the bucket to the whole ocean. How strange that the pro- 
fessed followers of the Prince of Peace could not, years and even centuries 
ago, be roused to their duty on this great subject ! How passing strange 
that they will not even now open their minds fully to its claims, and cheer- 
fully respond at once in prayer, in personal efforts, and liberal contribu- 
tions ! 

Our labor here is not in vain. God's promises are explicit, and his provi- 
dence has already crowned our efforts in this cause with signal success ; 
greater, in proportion to the means used, than in any other enterprise of 
benevolence or reform. True, we have not the usual criteria of success ; 
but we can point to acknowledged results of vast importance to our own 
country, to Christendom, and the whole world. Ex-President Adams once 
declared his belief, that our efforts prevented a war between us and Mexico 
in 1837-8; and this cause, more than any thing else, under God, has avert- 
ed war thrice threatened between us and England. Every fair-minded 
man, duly informed on the subject, will readily admit this. To the efforts 
and influences which together constitute the cause of peace, may be mainly 
attributed the general peace of Christendom for more than thirty-two 
years; a grand result embracing an amount of good for time and eternity 
quite beyond our power adequately to conceive. And .for all this, how 
much has been spent through Christendom in the cause of peace since its 
origin thirty-two years ago ? Not more than $150,000, or 200,000 in all ; 
less than our present war costs or wastes in a single day; some fifteenth 
part of the two millions and a half now expended every year in efforts to 
evangelize the heathen. Tell us in what other department so much evil 
has been prevented, and so much good secured by the same amount of 
money. If our cause, with an expenditure fifty times as large, had pre- 
vented a solitary war, and that the most trivial, we might safely challenge 
comparison even then with the most favored enterprise of Christian benev- 
olence or reform. 

Most earnestly, then, would we call attention to this cause, and urge 
both the pulpit and the religious press to a zealous advocacy of its claims 
upon good men at a crisis like the present. Friends of God ! lovers of 
your country and your species! will you not now publish, and preach, 
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and pray, and contribute in behalf of such a cause, not less yours than it 
is ours, the cause of God and his Church ? 

Preaching. — Many have preached on peace the present year ; but is it 
not wise, perhaps incumbent, to preach again for the special purpose of 
stimulating Christians to pray and contribute for the cause? Let every 
minister take his own time before the first of next January; but we hope 
he will, if possible, preach just before the concert of prayer for peace is 
held, and will let a contribution be taken up immediately after the sermon. 
We hope every pastor will bear in mind that the success alike of the con- 
cert and the contribution will generally depend almost entirely on himself, 
' and will take the responsibility of providing for both. 

Concert of Prayer. — We trust that this will be extensively observed 
this year. Our main hope of peace very soon with Mexico, rests with 
God ; and no power but His can long hold in check the warring passions 
of any nation in Christendom. The success of this cause, equally with 
that of missions, or any other, depends on God, and should be remembered 
earnestly in the prayers of his people, not only at this concert, but in the 
sanctuary every Sabbath, and every day in the closet, and at the family 
altar. 

Contributions. — These will be appropriated as the donors may direct, 
or be left at the Society's discretion. They may, if desired, be returned, 
partly or wholly, in our publications to the donors themselves. Every one 
who gives one dollar, and will forward his name, may receive the Advo- 
cate for the ensuing year, together with our forthcoming Review of the 
Mexican War ; and every minister who both preaches and takes up a col- 
lection, more or less, becomes thereby a member of our Society for the 
year, and is thus entitled of course to all our current publications. 
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The whole peace movement originated in a keen general sense of the 
calamities inflicted by the late wars of Europe, and by our last war with 
Great Britain. Good, thoughtful men, while smarting under its terrible 
inflictions, began to inquire whether the sword must devour forever, and 
set themselves at work to apply the remedy provided in the gospel, by 
bringing public sentiment into accordance with its pacific principles, by 
impressing the community with the guilt and evils of this custom, and sug- 
gesting rational, Christian substitutes for the brutal arbitrament of the 
sword. Hence arose, thirty-two years ago, the cause of peace ; and the 
freshly remembered sufferings from this terrible scourge, gave the cause 
an impulse which kept it agoing long enough to gain a permanent hold on 
Christian principle, and thus place it among the established enterprises of 
benevolence. 

Already has our present war had a similar effect upon multitudes of good 
men in sections of our country where little had before been done or thought 
on the subject of peace. In the great Valley of the West, where the war- 



